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NOTES AND NEWS

The Indian Geographers Meet : The Fourth Annual Conference of the Institute of Indian
Geographers

The fourth annual conference of the IIG
hosted by the Shivaji University,
Kolhapur, was held from |1 to 13th of
Feb. 1983. A special one day seminar
on ‘¢ Sugarcane Cultivation and Sugarcane
based Industries® was organised on 12th
Feb. 1983.

About 185 Geographers from all over the
country participated in the conference. The
President of the Meet Prof. S. D. Shinde
in his welcome address, appealed to the
fellow geographers to be precise and keen
in their rescarch activities. Prof. S. C. Gupte,
the President of 1IG, pleaded for keeping a
balance between man and environment while
planning for betterments of the society in
the developing countrics.

While delivering the key-note address
Prof. C. D. Deshpande emphasised the need
of  such conferences where senior
and junior geographers meet on the same
platform, exchange their views and improve
the quality of research. Ptin, R, K. Kanbar-
kar, Vice-Chancellor, Shivaji University,
presided over the function, While delivering
presidential address, he stated that research
of today need not be only for research sake,
but it should be for the betterment of the
society
Sessions

About 100 papers weres umitted of which
60 were presented by the authors them

selves on one or more of the following topics
I. Geomorphology

2. Climatology & Ecology 6

3. Agricultural Geography 11
4, Industrial & Transport

Geography 1
5. Sugarcane Cultivation and

Sugarcane based Industries 11
6. Urban & Rural Settlements 14
7. Population Geography 4
8. Applied Geography 8

Two parallel sessions were arranged for
three days, both in the morning as well as
in the evening. The number of papers was
more in the field of Agricultural gcography
and urban rural settlements, The papersin
Agricultural geography were presented in
two diffent sessions presided over by Prof
B, Bannerjee (Calcutta) and Prof. R. D.
Dikshit (Patialay, Mr. Smita Joshi and V. S.
Datye worked as rapporteures. Papers on the
landuse, irrigation, land productivity, crop
concentration and diversification were pre-
sented and followed by lively discussions.

The sessions on Geomorphology were
presided over by Prof. C, D, Deshpande
and prof. Savindra Singh (Allahabad), and
Dr Pofali R. M. and Dr. J. Dikshit work-
ed as repporteures. The papers presented
covered a wide range of topics like morpho-
logical analysis of streams, remote sensing
technique, glacial landscape, solpes mapping
and several other aspects.

Mr. N. G. Jain (Nagpur) presided over the
session on Climatology and Ecology. Dr.
S. B. Sharan worked as a rapporteur. Papers
on environmental pollution, depressions
and cyclonic storm, thermal continentality
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variations, energy from ocean resources and
Biogeography were presented. It was follow-
ed by excellent slide show and lecture on
Eco-system by Dr. Barucha ( a guest parti-
cipant frow Poona). The session on Applied
geography was presided over by Dr. Mrs.
Anjana Desai (Ahmedabad) and repporteur-
ed by G. Prasad. Most of the papers prese-
nted were on urban and regional planning
and develppment. Very few papers were
presented under the session of Industrial
and Transportation geography which was
presided by Dr. Mrs. Anjana Desai and
rapporteured by P. N. Mishra,

The papers presented under the theme
urban and rural settlements divided
into three sessions were presided over by
Prof. K. R. Diksit, Dr. P. T. Malshe
and Dr. 8. B, Sawant. Veena
Suryanarayan, P. N, Mishra and H. S.
Sharma worked as rapporteurs. Various
current urban problems were represented
through case studics. Impact of urbanisa-
tion, fringe area, size and shape of rural
settlements, rural market centres and some
methodoiogical papers were also presented.
The session on populstion geography was
presided over by Mr: S. P. Date, and Jay-
Kumar Magar worked as a rapporteur,
Aspects like population growth, dispersion
and migration of population, were high-
lighed.

Seminar on Sugarcane Cultivation and
Sugarcane Based Industries

Taking into account the present situation
and problems faced by sugarcane cultiva-
tion and sugar industries  one-day seminar
was organised on the topic and it received a
very good response from geographers,
agricultural scientists, local cultivators and
social workers from ditferent parts of the
country,

Shri Balasaheb Vikhe Patil, M, P.
Chairman, Maharashtra Rajya Sahakari
Sakhar Karkhana Sangh, Bombay, who was
to give the inaugural address could not
come and his speech was read by Prof. S C.
Gupte. He pointed out that Iadia ranks

first among 107 sugarcane producing cou.
ntries. Further he stated that though
in terms of area under cultivation
sugarcanc ranks tenth in the country in
term of value it is the third important crop
next to rice and wheat. After examining the
various aspects of sugarcane cultivation and
sugar industries, he suggested that sincere
efforts should be made to open the channel of
sugar export to china, This may indirectly
lead to improvement of relations between
the two countries.

While releasing the Souvenir of 1. I. G,
Meet, Shri Shripatr«o Bondre, M. L. A,
revealed that durisg the last two decades
the area under cane cuitivation has increas-
ed tremendously, but the yield per hectare
is on the decline. He pointed out that the
ever mounting cost of imports on the one
hand, and the low prices of sugarcane and
jaggery have made the farmers almost
bankrupt,

Shri Tatyasaheb Kore, Chairman, Warana
Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana, Warana-
nagar, presided over the function. He
mentioned specifically the role of sugar
factories in the social, cuitural, eductional
and economic development of Maharashtra,
However, today, this industry is passing
through crisis, To overcome this problem,
he emphasised the production of biogas,
various chemicals and paper from sugarcane
and its waste product in addition to sugar.

The keynote address of the seminar was
delivered by Dr. D. G. Hapase, Sugarcane
Specialist and  Zonal leader, Peninsular
India (A. L. C. R.P. ) Padegaon. He cover-
ed d-fferent aspects or cane cultivation and
poiated out the disparities in cane product-
tivity in India with special reference to
Maharashtra. While speaking about sugar
recovery, he mentioned that Kolhapur
district ranks first in India. With statistics
and graphs he explained the reasons for the
disparities in yield and sugar recovery and
suggested various measures to improve it.
He states that ‘° To make the suparcane
crop more paying and its cultivation more
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remunerative there is no way out but to go
in for its various industrial uses. ”

About a dozen papers on sugarcane
cultivation, intercropping, yield and reco-
very and such other aspects were presented.
Papers on sugar industry of different areas
were also discussed. Case studies of the cane
cultivation, sugar industry and its impact
on socio-ecomic condition were also presents
ed. Sugar industry and its contribution to
regional growth was discussed at length,
Valedictory

The valedictory function was held
on 13th Feb. at 12.30 p. m. of which
Prof. K., R. Dikshit, Founder Presi-
dent of the Institute was the chief guest.
Some delegates viz. Dr, Savindra Singh,
Mr. Jain, Dr. Mrs. Rangaswami, Dr. Miss
C. Parimala, thanked the hosts for arranging

the conference and making it a great success.
Dr. 8. D, Shinde, President of the Meet, gave
his observation about the Meet and exhorted
the young geographers to select a specific
branch of the discipline and develop ex-
pertise in it. The president of thz valedictory
function, Prof. K. R. Dikshit insisted on
maintaining quality in rescarch. Lastly
Prof. S. G. Gupte, the president of I. I. G,
and Dr. P. W, Deshmukh, the Secretary of
the Mecet proposed a vote of thanks.
General Body Meeting

The annual mesting of general body of
the institute was held at 4,00 p, m. on 13th
Feb. &3 in the depariment of Geography,
Shivaji University, Kolhapur, and settling
of the yearly account and other items were
considered, Prof. S. C. Gupte, Presidents
was in the chair,

ANNOUNCEMENT

Indian Geographers Meet,

The Fifth Annual Conference of the [.L1.G.

Place ; Ahmedabad,

Date : 9, 10, 1ith of F:b, 1984,

The Institute has received invitation from
Gujarat University, to hold the Fifth Annual
Conference at Ahmedabad. The invitation
was extended personally by Mrs. Dr. Anjana
Desai, Head, Department of Geography,
Gujarat University, on behalf of her

Uaiversiey. The dates of the conference are
9, 10 and [1th of Feb. 1983. All correspond-
ence in this regard should be addressed to

Dr. (Mrs.) Anjana Desai,

Convener,

Fifth Annual Conference

Deptt. of Geography,

Guiarat University,

Ahmedabad. ( Gujarat)
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